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Special
arrange-
ment for
Bombay

of the election of a member of the Governor-General's
Council to represent the Mahomedan community of
Bombay. The delegates in this case are not appointed "
ad hoc, but consist of the Mahomedan members oL' the
Provincial Council. This exceptional method has been
admitted on the assurance of the Governor in Council
that the Mahomedan community of the Presidency as
a whole would be better represented by the Mahomedan
members' of the Provincial Council than by any form
of direct electorate that could be devised.

I.

History of
the intro-
duction
of the
Reforms:

(1)

Change
of Ministry
In England

(2)

Gokhale's
work

47.   INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ON
MORLEY-MINTO REFORMS.

Presidential Address of Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya, Lahore, 1909.

Happily for India, just as had happened at the
end of Lord Lytton's administration, there was a
change, at the close of Lord Curzon's reign, of the
Ministry in England and the Liberal Government
came into power. The faith of a large body of
educated. Indians in the efficacy of constitutional
agitation had been undermined by the failure of all
the efforts of the people of Bengal, made by prayer and
petition, to avert the evil of the partition. But Mr.
John Morley, who had long been admired and adored
by educated Indians as a great lover of liberty and
justice, happily became Secretary of State for India,
and the hearts of educated Indians began to beat with
the hope that their agitation for a real measure of
Self-Government might succeed during the period of
his office. Our esteemed brother Mr. Gokhale was
appointed its trusted delegate to England by the
Congress which met at Benares and over which he so
worthily presided, to urge the more pressing proposals
of Reform on the attention of the authorities there.
What excellent work our friend did in England, how
he pressed the urgent necessity and the entire reason-
ableness of the Reforms suggested by the Congress, and
prepared the mind of the men in power there to give
a favourable consideration to our proposals, it is not